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Welcome    

I am thrilled to be a part of the Christ the King family, and I look forward to working with you 
throughout the year. First grade is an exciting year in which students make giant leaps in their 
learning, and with those leaps comes increased confidence and courage.  This is what makes 
my job so much fun!  I am looking forward to a great year. 

Teacher Bio 

I have had a teaching certificate for 23 years.  I have worked in Kindergarten, 1st grade, and as 
a reading specialist.  While I was raising our 4 children I worked part-time as a substitute 
teacher in the Northshore School District.  This will be my 4th year as the first grade teacher at 
Christ the King.  I have a B.A. in Psychology from Eastern Washington University, and a 
Masters in Teaching from Washington State University.   

Attendance    

The attendance policy for Christ the King School is listed in your Family Handbook.  If you need 
to drop off your child late or pick them up early, please let me know via e-mail or backpack mail.  
If your child has a note for the teacher or the office, remind your child to hand the note to me in 
the morning.   

Homework 

The purpose of homework in first grade is to develop responsibility for returning completed work 
on time and to practice skills learned in class. Please try to provide a regular and quiet place for 
your child to complete nightly assignments. A one sheet, front and back, homework page will 
come home on Monday, and will be due the following Monday.  There will also be a math page 
that will come home most days.    Encourage your child to take their folder out of their backpack 
and put it back when they’re done. Please do not tell them how to spell any words so they can 
practice listening to letter sounds and sounding words out. Students should also practice their 
math skills on IXL two to three times per week.  I can provide you with a password if you need 
one.  In the next month your child will begin bringing home a book bag with a “just right book” to 
read at home.  Until then, please read one book to your child each night and ask them to retell 
the events in the story.       

Assessment 

Students will be assessed using a variety of formal and informal methods in first grade. We 
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have implemented an online testing for both Reading and Math.   Reading assessments will be 
conducted at the beginning of the school year and at the conclusion of each trimester.  Reading 
groups will be adjusted accordingly over the course of the school year. Formal math 
assessments will be conducted at the conclusion of each unit, and informal math assessments 
will be conducted using standards-based checkpoints three times per week. Various informal 
assessments will also be given in other subject areas to ensure that your students are meeting 
school learning expectations. Letter grades are not given at this grade level. 

Classroom Management 

Students are working on making good choices and understanding the consequences of poor 
choices.  We have been discussing what are our learning times and how the class should look 
and sound during those times, and when it is their time to chat.  They have time to socialize 
during snack, lunch, recesses and free choice time.  It they choose not to work during “work” 
times then they will have to do their work during either recess or free choice (their time).  I have 
been really working with the students to understand that they are making choices, and that they 
are responsible for those choices.  When I see someone doing a great job, they get a ticket to 
put in our “Caught You Being Good” jar.  I will pull a few names out of the jar every day, and 
those students picked can have a privilege, such as extra free choice, eating lunch with a 
buddy, etc.  When the whole class is making good choices they will receive class points towards 
a class party.  They must earn 100.  If throughout the year there are on-going behavior 
problems that are becoming too disruptive then I will pull you, the parents, in and we will all sit 
down to come up with an individualized behavior plan than can best help your student 

Late Work 

All homework will be due on Mondays.  Homework assignments will be listed on the class 
website.  At the beginning of 2nd semester late homework will be knocked down one full grade, 
and missing homework will receive a 1. This first semester will be time to get used to homework 
routines and turning work in on time.  

Snack & Lunch  

Please provide a healthy snack for your child to eat at 10:00.  If possible, cut or peel fruit before 
sending it to school.  Please include a utensil if needed.  Students can purchase milk for 35 
cents.   

Birthdays 

Students may wear privileged dress to school on their birthdays. If it is a Friday, they should 
wear their uniform to school and change after Mass. Small treats may be sent to school to share 
with the class. Please email me by the night before you plan to send in birthday treats so I can 
arrange time in our schedule.  Please send in fruit or another healthy treat if possible. For those 
students who have birthdays during our vacation times, we can celebrate before or after the 
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vacation.  If your child is having a party and inviting the whole class, they may pass out their 
invitations at school. If this is not the case, please send them in the mail to avoid hurt feelings. 
Students should be instructed not discuss their birthday parties at school or pass out thank you 
notes at school if they didn’t invite the whole class. 

Field Trips 

We will be taking field trips this year that relate to our curriculum. You will be notified of all field 
trips well in advance via a permission slip sent home with your child. Parents are always needed 
as drivers, but please make sure your background check and insurance forms are turned in to 
the office before you sign-up to drive, and that you have taken the Safe Environment classes. 
No younger siblings are permitted to attend field trips with parents who volunteer to drive. 

Star of the Week/Sharing 

Each student will be chosen as “star of the week” one time during the school year. On the week 
that they are selected as student of the week, they will be permitted to bring one item that is 
interesting or special to show to the class, and their favorite book to be read to the class.  On 
the week that your child is selected as star of the week, please help them make a poster about 
themselves to share.  You will receive additional information about the Star of the Week 
program shortly. 

Volunteers 

There are many ways to volunteer in first grade, and parents can help either in the classroom or 
from home. Classroom volunteer jobs include Daily 5 support, small math group, class parties, 
and field trip volunteers. I will always include a list of upcoming volunteer opportunities in our 
weekly newsletter. If you are able to volunteer your time at home, please let me know and I will 
send home projects that will support our class. I would prefer that all volunteer sign ups be done 
through the Sign-Up Genius, and I would love to have a parent volunteer that can keep that 
updated for me. 

Communication 

You will receive a weekly newsletter to let you know about upcoming events and weekly topics 
of study.  The students should keep their homework assignment sheet in their homework folder 
each night in case I need to attach a note to it for you. 

Curriculum 

READING: Common Core Standards, Reading Workshop & Houghton-Mifflin Journeys 

 Emphasis on word attack skills, building vocabulary, grammar, fluency, comprehension and 
direct instruction in phonics/decoding.  There are 100’s of books in our classroom for your child 
to read.  They will learn how to pick “just right” books for themselves using the “I-Pick “ method.  
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The class will be introduced to a variety of genres, and will learn the specific features of each 
genre. 

WRITING: Common Core Standards, Writer’s Workshop & Houghton-Mifflin Journeys 

 Students will write daily for a variety of purposes. They will learn the elements of Writer’s 
Workshop in which students will take their writing through the writing process (pre-write, draft, 
revise, edit, and publish), as well has the mechanics and conventions of good writing. Students 
will also practice independent writing during literacy stations. 

SPELLING: Houghton-Mifflin Journeys & McCracken Spelling 

   Our reading curriculum includes “Words to Know” that directly coincide with the reading they 
are doing each week.  Later they will begin having spelling tests on these words each Friday.  
Along with the reading program words, your student will engage in McCracken Spelling, which 
uses whiteboards, and listening to what sounds they hear in words.  It is a great hands-on, 
interactive way to practice spelling.   

MATHEMATICS: Common Core Standards, Discover Mathematics & My Math 

 Students will explore concepts of number/pattern, addition and subtraction, graphs and data, 
time, money, geometry and measurement. They will work on problem solving and predicting, 
and connections to other subject areas will also be emphasized. Students will break into small 
groups once a week in order to practice individual concepts and learning targets that they need 
extra practice in, and they will also engage in math games and small group problem-solving 
activities targeting first grade math standards.  

RELIGION: Diocesan Standards 

   Students will engage in a variety of interactive lessons that will help them understand better 
the Catholic faith, liturgical formation, moral formation, prayer, church and community life, and 
the missionary spirit.  First grade prayers that will be practiced this year are ‘Our Father’, ‘Glory 
Be’, and ‘Hail Mary’.  

SCIENCE:  Carolina STC Science Kits 

 Discovery and exploration are emphasized in our science curriculum. The children will learn 
about weather, solids and liquids, and organisms. Within these individual units, students will 
experience working with partners and work as part of a team. They will engage in inquiry-based 
learning by applying problem-solving skills, making predictions, analyzing data, being 
encouraged to ask questions, and seeking their own answers. 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

 The children will learn about the communities that we live in, as well as others around the 
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world. Students will be introduced to various cultures and countries, and will learn beginning 
map skills throughout the year. The Second Step program will be taught and enforced in our 
classroom, which emphasizes listening, developing empathy for others, problem solving, 
effective communication skills, and anger management. They will also learn about citizenship, 
communities, and ways they can make a difference in our world. 

Christ the King School follows the National Common Core Standards in Math and Language 
Arts 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards 

 

I feel blessed that I get to take this journey with you and your student.    

 

Sincerely, 

Dianna Portolese 

dportolese@ckseattle.org 
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CKS Grading Scale 

95% and 
above  

 4 Above Standard 

Student work is generally above the grade level expectations 

• Understands the key concepts with ease 
• Applies the processes and skills with ease 
• Extends the concepts, processes, and skills 

85%-94%  3 At Standard 

Student work is at the grade level expectations  

• Understands the key concepts with limited errors 
• Applies the processes and skills with limited errors 

70% - 84% 

 

 2 Approaching Standard 

Student work is progressing toward the grade level expectations  

• Sometimes understands the key concepts 
• Applies the processes and skills with errors 

69% and 
below 

 

 1 Below Standard 

• Student work is generally more than one grade level below the 
grade level expectations  

• Has difficulty understanding key concepts 
• Has difficulty applying processes and skills 

 

 M
C 

 Modified Curriculum 


